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These letters cover and include a discussion of all the public questions of the day, and, as well, business matters, the ties and obligations of friendship, the education of training children, the sorrows and afflictions that come to the home, letters written to public men, to private citizens, to women and children. General Jackson was not a scholarly man. When or how he acquired a reasonably good education no one seems to know.
The facts about his boyhood life which are known are, that he was born after his father died; his mother died in a hospital nursing sick soldiers when he was a mere boy; an older brother was killed in battle, and he and a brother older than he were put in jail by the British. Both took the smallpox. The brother died, while he lingered for many weeks, so that what education he got when young was picked up. I am sure if such men as Schurz and Lodge, freed from prejudice, had looked beyond Parton and found that with his rise from obscurity to the exalted place he reached he had cultivated his mind and gathered information until wisdom in its broadest sense controlled every act of his life, the untruthful criticism would have found no place in their writings. Indeed, it seems to me that, discarding all sectional prejudice and all jealousy between the victory of science and the victory of battle, they, even they, both having reached great distinction by advantages in early life which but few men have had, might have palliated the mistakes of a man whose birth was a tragedy, and that such a tragedy in childhood might have touched a tender chord in the heart of a German philosopher or a New England statesman.
But going further, and seeing that this fatherless boy, when his country was in direst straits, its armies beaten on every field by the trained soldiers of the most warlike people in the world, and with the whole press of England denouncing us as cowards ready to declare war, but too cowardly to fight, drew his sword, called his neighbors together, they                                                          #20hetoric. It may be quite conclusive with yourself, and I have no disposition to attempt convincing you that your ingenuity is not as profound as you have imag-s secured, arms sought for, requisitions made, the emissaries of the enemy watched, lurkingwhich have dictated the general order, we avail
